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00:28 
CD: So, we were talking about the attack, that day, did you lose any 
friends that day? 


00:35 
PN: Not that I’m aware of. I think all the loses were mainly in the VP 
squadron. 


00:45 
CD: Did you ever look, were you able to see Pearl Harbor from where 
you were? 


00:50 

PN: No, cause if, if you’re the map (gestures) your way up here and 
Pearl Harbor is way over here in this area. So it’s a few miles from 
one to the other. When the airplanes came in, about 2 or 3 waves, one 
wave would come up and go to Katioui, the other waves come over 
here to Pearl Harbor and another one in between the different air 
fields. 


01:16 
CD: How did you hear about what had happened down in Pearl? 


02:47 
CD: How’d you feel when you... do we have a plane? Should I hold? 
Crew: We had a plane through the last one. 


03:02 
CD: How did you feel when you saw your old battleship, Oklahoma 
upside down out there in the harbor? 


04:10 
CD: You did a pretty good job there Peter. How did life change on 
Hawaii after the attacks? 


05:40 
CD: Did you know a man by the name of Harry Reed? He was 
stationed up at Kahaowia. 


05:51 


PN: Harry Reed. If I did, my memory is long gone on that. (6:00) If he 
was with the ships company we probably encountered because, with 
each other because there wasn’t that many people there at that time. 


06:08 
CD: I think he was with PCBY. 


PN: He’s what? 
CD: He was with the PCBY. 
PN: O, the VP squadron, no I did not know him then. 


06:17 
CD: He was at Kahaowia that day so I wondering... 


PN: He was always, where the activity was going on over there where 
from the dodging of the bullets from the Japanese. I believe the uh, 
with all the collective shooting going on uh, something tells me there 
was 3 aircraft were shot down there, now who shot them down, 
anybody can take credit for it. 


06:46 

CD: What’s the single, what’s the clearest thing you remember about 
that day? And if you could hold on before you answer that we have a 
freight train outside. 


(waiting on train) 


07:38 
CD: What’s the single clearest memory you have of that day? 


07:44 

PN: Well I don’t know if there’s any clearer one, as I, as I rated 
earlier, uh, remember going to (8:00) the armory and getting, 
receiving a rifle and shooting at that time uh, if I recall correctly, by 
evening time there were rumors start flying around as a possible 
landing, amphibious land, I never could remember that word, 
amphibious. Amphibious landing uh, by the Japanese ... so, I, 
remember being in a little shack, I had my rifle, and one of the people 
on the perimeter there waitin’ that evening uh, visualizing that there 
might be an amphibious attack by the Japanese and if you look out 
there, the moon shines and it glistens on the waves as they come in to 
the shore, you see the white caps (9:00) you can visualize in your 
mind that something’s there other than white caps. So, it kinda kepts 
you on your toes, fortunately the amphibious landing did not take 


place. But we, we, I was not the only one there, I wasn’t the only one 
there, in that little shack that I had here with the rifle, there was 
others along the perimeter. 


09:26 
CD: And that was that night? 


PN: That night. 


CD: What was the mood that night in your shack as you were 
guarding the coastline? 


09:35 

PN: What was the mood? Well, I don’t think I was that brave, because 
uh, when your in a place like that uh, every little noise you don’t know 
what it is, because there’s pitch dark, your ordered no lights and uh, 
tried to, (10:00) you didn’t have a bed so you’d stay and maybe get a 
little shut eye now and then, but most of the time you were, you were 
alert, waiting to see if there’s any signs of activity on the white caps 
over there. I don’t know what we would have done if they did have a 
landing, ‘cause we did not have, as far as I know, any communication 
gear like we have now. Unless we fired 3 shots in the air or somebody 
that might alert someone. 


10:32 
CD: What do you think the lesson is of December 7", 1941 for today? 


10:39 

PN: I hate to say it ... but we just do not learn our lessons. We do not 
learn our lessons. We’re very good at closing the barn doors after the 
horse is stolen. We have brilliant people, (11:00) there’s no doubt 
about that, but just like December the 7", before December the 7 or 
early December the 7“ the reports were that um, that some 
lieutenant, army lieutenant I believe, they were stationed out on the 
point reported that there was an, armada or uh, airplanes coming in, 
well somebody else said oh yeah we know about that, we’re expecting 
some B-17s coming in. So, nobody paid attention, well they weren’t B- 
17s, they were Japanese Zeros. And we just don’t learn our lesson, it 
happened more than once, these occurrences, in respect, not the 
same type of situation, but in all and all the same thing. And uh, we’re 
caught sleeping or we don’t uh, (12:00) we don’t analyze properly the 
dangers that are out there. And, I can’t give you specifics right now, 
but I, Ido remember two or three occurrences through the years that 
and similarities of the young lieutenant calling in, and telling that 
something happened and then you sit at your desk and you take that 
report and you through it in the inbox out there, you know, a week 


later somebody takes it and puts it on a general’s desk after the attack 
is already over with. If they had done it properly they would have 
alerted somebody that there was an attack underway. ‘Cause we had 
warnings, we just did not act on them. 


12:57 
CD: Have you been back to the memorial? 


PN: Oh yes. We’ve been, we were there, I took the family over there 
on the 65", I think we were on a, my wife and I, I think we went there 
on our 50“, when Bush’s dad was the president. And I believe, and we 
went on the 60", and the 65". 


13:23 

CD: You had a um, when you go out to the memorial and are standing 
over the Arizona, the battleship there what thoughts go through you 
mind? 


13:36 

PN: Well I always envision, always envision the other battleships 
being in the row out there, like they were before, in the double, they 
were, most of them were side by side. And uh... 


13:53 
CD: Hold on for one second Pete. 


(background noise) 


14:21 
CD: So what do you think about when your out there on that 
memorial? 


14:26 

PN: Oh as I say, every time I go out there I, I visualize where the 
Oklahoma was, the other ships were, some of the things that went on 
in those early days. And I look at the, down at the water where the oil 
still bubbles up a little bit, its not very much, and you wonder ... why 
it happened. But being human beings we can, always think about the 
corrective actions that would have been taken if I were the chief, you 
know, we’re very good at Monday morning quarterbacking, we have 
all the answers. But, unfortunately we haven’t come across very many 
people that can act when acting is necessary. 


15:36 
CD: A lot of people go out to that memorial every year, a million and a 
half I think is the number. 


PN: Yeah a lot of them. 


CD: As someone who lived through that day, new what battleship row 
looked like, experienced the attacks, what would you want them to 
know, to take away from that experience out there? What would you 
tell them? 


16:03 
PN: I’d tell them about uh, what are you eluding to? That 7“ of 
December, that 7“ of December? 


CD: Right, as someone who saw it and experienced it, there’s a lot of 
people who go out to the memorial who perhaps for the first time and 
maybe this is their first real exposure to any, to Pearl Harbor. As 
someone who, on the attacks of December 7" 1941, what would you 
say to them if they’re, don’t know anything about it, what’s the take 
home message from you to them? 


16:38 

PN: Well, if they were, if they, whoever they are, are that naive at this 
stage of the game, I would tell them to go to someplace and rent the 
discs, the cds of the, of Pearl Harbor. (17:00) That may not bea 
hundred percent realistic but it follows pretty close, of the attack, the 
lose of life, of the heroism of the men and their, putting their lives on 
the line to rescue their crewmen that were in the water where there 
was oil, and burning. They’d, like I said they’d have to be pretty naive 
if, not aware that this has been recorded as much as it has been and 
tried to make it as realistic as possible of the events that took place, 
and the Arizona blowing up at that time. I mean its not, child’s play if 
you were in there uh, it’s a (18:00) deadly game, a lot of men found 
that out real quick like. 


18:06 
CD: I’m aware, if we could just hold on one second. 
(background noise) 


18:31 

CD: That last thing you said was very good, that, what when on was 
not child’s play. Could you rephrase that please, we had an airplane 
over you and we would like to get it clean. That what happened out 
there, we’re trying to talk to someone who might not know about it. 


18:51 
PN: Oh. Well if someone that was very naive probably real young, I 
would assume and try to explain to them the activities that took place 


on that fateful day. Its not a movie, its real life drama, and if they 
want to depict the actual, actual events, then you’d have to picture in 
your mind someone with guns blazing and aircraft coming at you, your 
on the deck and shooting and killing many people and the ones that 
tried to escape the fires throwing, going into the water with full of oil, 
burning oil. You have to experience, uh, all the culmination of these 
events happening very rapidly and men being heroes and trying to 
save some of their buddies and dieing in the effort. (20:00) And the 
cruelty of mankind in the one killing, is, as the United States of 
America we are supposedly, more or less, a Christian nation, we value 
life, where in a lot of other counties life doesn’t mean anything, its 
just another body we can fill, trenches with all kinds of bodies. But 
United States, valuable of their people and whenever we can save 
them, we try. This wanted killing of 2,000 almost 3,000 people on a 
surprise attack like that, hurt the county and the nation very badly. 
They have to realize that uh, war is not a, not something that you can 
play with, there’s always some (21:00) tyrant coming up, that think 
there gonna conquer something and in order to do that, there’s a lot 
of killing that’s going to have to go on. 


21:11 

CD: Hold for a second, I think we’re fine there. (background sound) Is 
there anything I haven’t asked that you think is important to say about 
your experiences that day? Anything that I have overlook? 


21: 31 

PN: Well, if my memory was better I could probably give you a little 
more, insight on it. 65 years has a habit of uh, dulling some memories, 
I hate to say that. But uh, as many times as I’ve been in Honolulu and 
as long as I’ve been there (22:00) uh, it never dulls the fact that, uha 
great disaster occurred there many years ago, that could have been 
avoided, if we only listened to each other. But being human beings, 
we just don’t seem to learn our lessons. Sometimes we think we’re 
invincible and that’s not going to happen. 


22:36 
CD: Peter, thank you very much. We’re going to sit real quiet for a 
minute to do something we call room tone 


23:00 (room tone) 


25:32 (end) 


